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INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 

26694 

U.S. PATENT AND 
TRADEMARK OFFICE 



April 29, 2005 



MAIL STOP DD 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This is further to the Information Disclosure Statement applicants filed on March 1 1, 
2005, and is submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 within the time specified under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b). 

In order to comply with the duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, submitted 
herewith is the German Office Action dated February 22, 2005 and a PTO/SB/08A Form listing 
the document cited therein (DE 196 50 500). The cited document is equivalent to U.S. Patent 
No. 6,328,944 which applicants submitted with the Information Disclosure Statement filed on 



11, 2005. For the Examiner's convenience, an English translation of page 2 of the German 
Office Action, is provided below. 

The examination was based on the originally filed documents with claims 
1 - 4. The prospect of a patent granting cannot be held out for lack of novelty of 
the subject matter of this application. 

All features of the subject matter of claims 1 to 4 are anticipated so as to 
be damaging to novelty in reference (1) which is already mentioned in the 
application. Reference (1) discloses a correspondingly produced silicic acid 
doped with potassium as filler material, in particular used in the silicon and rubber 
industry (compare the complete document for (1), in particular lines 57-60 on 
page 2). For that reason, claims 1 to 4 are now allowable. The Examination 
Office furthermore does not see any other patentable material in the remaining 
documents. 

A patent granting is not possible on the basis of the presently available 
documents and a rejection of the application should be expected. 
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In view of the above, no further statement of relevance need be given, and as all 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 and § 1.98, and all official guidelines pertaining to the 
Information Disclosure Statement has been complied with, it is respectfully requested that the 
Examiner consider the cited publication and make it of record. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: April 28, 2005 Thomas G. Wiseman 

Registration No. 35,046 

VENABLE 
P.O. Box 34385 
Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 
Telephone: (202) 344-4800 
Telex: (202) 344-8300 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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